
Viewing the World Through a Lens:
Resources for Shutterbugs

My camera happens to be a phone. How about you? I am fortunate to have
professional camera equipment too (I am a Canon gal), but I love how smart phone
ownership has allowed people to access photography easily. If you’ve wanted to
make it more of a fine art, here are a few tips to aid your discovery. 

Five Photo Tips from Dawn
Although I am not actively pursuing my photography business currently, I enjoy
doing photoshoots for engagement and baby announcements. There are many
professionals in the area, but I hope you find these tips from me to be helpful and
increase your joy as you capture your favorite things.

Tip #1: Get Down (Or Step Up). I don’t do squats in the gym but I do when I am on a
photoshoot! Getting down (or up, with a step stool) to the subject’s level adds
personality and emotion.

Caption: Chair in the Glasgow Cathedral, Scotland.

https://adamscountylibrarysystem.square.site/
https://www.kenniesmarket.com/rewards-and-programs/community-rewards/
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=1SJXHP25UUQDB&R=23EO0MTS3FMUK&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F23-1352002&A=QTX5H1GJW9E3NDXBTMDB6FA31HOA&H=CF7CRNEUSARY8TEZ0WNON4HQELMA


Tip #2: Get a Little Closer, Lend a New Perspective.  Even now, there is no need to
social distance - with a flower!  Get up close and personal with inanimate objects like
bugs, trees, toys, benches, windows and doors. Fences are one of my favorite
subjects to photograph. To me, they can point to a farther horizon and showcase
opportunity for growth. And if you can add a macro lens to your collection, every
day objects will become extraordinary!

Caption: Fence near Long Lane, Gettysburg, PA. Shot on my iPhone 8 Plus.

Tip #3: Aim for Stability. Sometimes it’s hard to hold a camera steady enough to
obtain crisp focus, especially in low light. I carry a bag of frozen veggies with me or
sometimes simply use my backpack or camera bag to rest my camera on for
stability. The veggies will thaw and be more malleable as I shoot. Of course, a tripod
might just become your new best friend. There are many options for cell phones,
too.

Caption: My camera rested on my backpack to capture Virginia Beach’s early light. 



Tip #4: Remove Distractions. What’s in the background? If you are able, remove
distractions that are near your subject. Is someone “photobombing” in the
background? Wait a moment for them to leave, or move your lens to capture your
subject in a different angle. To save time later, whether I am taking a photo with my
Canon or my iPhone, I also crop the photo on the spot.

Tip #5: Take More Photos. Practice makes perfect, right? One of the luxuries of
digital photography is the ability to immediately see if you’ve captured the subject
the way you intended. Is the subject overexposed? Too dark? Blurry or perfectly
focused? If it isn’t what you want, adjust and take some more pictures. Whether it’s
your current mood, places you go, a family milestone, something that makes you
happy or a vacation, take a photo. You have a memory-capturing tool at your
fingertips so preserve those precious moments!

Finding Subjects Around the House
Since most of us are spending a lot more time at home during the COVID-19
pandemic, here are two blogs to help you keep your photography skills sharp
without leaving your home:
https://digital-photography-school.com/still-life-photography-at-home-can-keep-
your-skills-sharp/

https://digital-photography-school.com/practice-composition-skills-around-your-
home/

Landscapes and More!
Adobe.com is a great resource if you are looking for assistance on a specific aspect
of digital photography. If you enjoy taking landscape photos, check out
https://www.adobe.com/creativecloud/photography/discover/landscape-
photography.html
 

Here’s a good article by Attila Kun summarizing 10 tips for photography.
https://www.exposureguide.com/top-10-digital-photography-tips/

Encouraging Kids to Become Shutterbugs
Want to inspire your kids to develop a love of photography?
Check out Cole's Classroom at https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/good-pictures-
phone-tips

Phone Photo Tips: There’s An App for That
If you’re interested in perfecting phone photos, specifically editing photos on your
phone, there are a lot of apps from which to choose. Amanda Zantal-Wiener
includes a list; some of them are free:

https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/best-photo-editing-apps

Blog.Hubspot.com offers many other tips for taking photos with your phone at 
https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/good-pictures-phone-tips

There are so many resources, but I have to bring this blog to an end. I’ll close with a
link to the team at Digital Camera World and their 215 tips and video tutorials.

https://www.digitalcameraworld.com/tutorials/147-photography-techniques-tips-
and-tricks-for-taking-pictures-of-anything

https://digital-photography-school.com/still-life-photography-at-home-can-keep-your-skills-sharp/
https://digital-photography-school.com/practice-composition-skills-around-your-home/
https://www.adobe.com/creativecloud/photography/discover/landscape-photography.html
https://www.exposureguide.com/top-10-digital-photography-tips/
https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/good-pictures-phone-tips
https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/best-photo-editing-apps
https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/good-pictures-phone-tips
https://www.digitalcameraworld.com/tutorials/147-photography-techniques-tips-and-tricks-for-taking-pictures-of-anything


Here’s to capturing the essence of your part of the world, wherever you are!
All My Best,
Dawn Smith, ACLS Development Officer
dawns@adamslibrary.org

P.S. I’d love to see what you capture. Find me on Instagram at
dawnsmithingettysburg and let’s learn from each other!

Click Here for more information or to purchase tickets

mailto:dawns@adamslibrary.org
https://www.adamslibrary.org/support-library/signature-event


Click Here to Donate

To better serve families as they shelter-in-place due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
we are purchasing more resources for our Digital Library, which is available 24/7.

During this unprecedented time, some publishers have dropped the price of
eBooks to $25 - $60 per book. eAudiobooks range from $60- $90 per book and
eMagazines subscriptions range from $40 - $2,000/year.

Please consider donating any amount so that we can continue to connect people
to resources for learning and entertainment during this challenging time. Thank
you!

� For eBooks and eAudiobooks, download the cloudLibrary app here!

� Listen to streaming music and download songs through Freegal here!

� Read an eMagazine through Flipster here!

Sign up here to support the Adams County Library when you shop at Kennie's Marketplace from
April 23-September 23rd and Kennie's will rebate up to 1% of the purchases. On the form you
will need to include the Adams County Library's Organizational Contact, Dawn Smith.

Click Here to Sign Up

If you're shopping from home this week,

https://adamscountylibrarysystem.square.site/
https://adamscountylibrarysystem.square.site/
https://www.yourcloudlibrary.com/
https://adamslibrarypa.freegalmusic.com/
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,cpid&custid=s5528393&profile=eon
https://www.kenniesmarket.com/rewards-and-programs/community-rewards/
https://www.kenniesmarket.com/rewards-and-programs/community-rewards/


please consider adding the Adams County
Library System as an Amazon Smile partner.
​It costs nothing to you and provides us with

ongoing help to bring library resources,
including our 24/7 Digital Library, to the
residents of Adams County. Thank you!

Adams County Library System
140 Baltimore St., Gettysburg, PA 17325
717.334.5176| WEBSITE

 ​  ​  ​

http://www.adamslibrary.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Adams-County-Library-System/22903709647
https://twitter.com/adamslib
http://www.instagram.com/adamslib

